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The Sea and a River

Tricia Marcella Cimera
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Mudflat Woman

| am the Mudflat Woman.
I am the flotsam.

| am the jetsam.

I am what you find

left behind

when the ocean tides
recede.

The bone,

the pearl,

the scrap of feather,

the weathered wood,

the claw, the tail, the shell:
what is hard,

what is essential,

what is plain

and unadorned.
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See how the waning evening light

shines down,
illuminating the fine
etched
lines and scratches
on every piece
of beautiful

me.
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